
WATERTOWN, CONNECTICUT  
WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY  

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2022 

 
        

1. Call Meeting to Order 
 
  Chairman James Sugden called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
           
2. Roll Call 
 

Members Present:  Messrs. Keith Franson, Michael Garassino, Joseph Masi, James 
Sugden, Edward Wilk. 

  
  Members Excused:  Mr. Mario Mancini, Mrs. Marisa Mancini-Cavallo. 
  
  Others Present:  Mr. Vincent Caterino; Mr. Robert Smith, Sanitarian, TAHD. 
       
3. Public Participation  
 
Mr. Sugden:  I see we have a few members of the public here.  If anybody would like to 
speak, please state your name, address and then you can address the Authority. 
 
Mr. Mark Delorenzo, 56 Cherokee Road:  I live in the Lake Winnemaug Estates and I was 
wondering about something I read in the minutes from last month's meeting about Lake 
Winnemaug getting some Town water and sewers up there.  Some of the older cottages up 
there don't have very good septic systems and they need water.  My house is constantly 
springing leaks because of the pH in the water and my septic is very weak and I'm not the 
only one up there, there are quite a few of them up there that need Town water and sewers.  
They might not be here tonight, but they're up there. 
 
Mr. Sugden:  Is there anything you want to add to that Vinnie? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  Yes, we'll be applying for possible funding for extending a sewer line up to 
Lake Winnemaug and also a possible water line up to Lake Winnemaug.   
 
Mr. Delorenzo:  I remember when I first moved in there I went into the woods in the back 
and I saw a gas line vent pipe in the woods so they may need gas in that area too.  So if 
you're going to be digging, you could put everything in at once. 
 
Mr. Caterino:  Gas is not up to us.  If this project does go through and we do get funding for 
it, we would notify the gas company that we'd be doing this work and we'd leave it up to 
them if they wanted to extend their utilities up there or not.  (Mr. Delorenzo:  Fair enough.)  
But we're in the preliminary stages of making an application and Lake Winnemaug Estates 
and a water line up there and we also have a Steele Brooke interceptor that we'll be 
applying for.  So we have three main projects that we're applying for and the Town also  
has projects that they want to apply for, so there's numerous projects that are all part of the 
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infrastructure bill that Congress passed a year and a half ago--$1 trillion for projects like this.  
So we have a good chance of getting some funding for a project, we don't know exactly 
what but we'll be submitting our applications soon and Lake Winnemaug is one of them that 
we'll be submitting for. 
 
Mr. Delorenzo:  That's good.  We're so close to that dump and you never know what kind of 
seepage you get from that into the well water and so forth. 
 
Mr. Caterino:  We know there's issues up there, the Town knows there's issues up there. 
Bob Smith (TAHD Sanitarian) is here from the Torrington Area Health and he's probably 
more familiar with septic systems and wells than anybody in town because he sees 
everything that's going on in Town.  I know a few years ago when we did the Concord Drive 
project, he had Lake Winnemaug Estates as a number one priority and to get up to Lake 
Winnemaug we had to do the Concord Drive project because it's part of the Wattles Brook 
interceptor and that portion is completed so it's halfway there now.  Bob, would you like to 
add anything? 
 
Mr. Bob Smith:  I'd be happy to answer any questions if you have any and I absolutely 
support Lake Winnemaug Estates, it would be my first priority if you asked me where would 
be the best place to expend Town money for water and sewer development--that would be 
my first choice. 
 
Mr. Garassino:  Bob, how many lots are up there and how many do you think are failing? 
 
Mr. Smith:  There's a multitude of under-sized septic systems up there.  Originally those all 
started off up there as (Inaudible) acre lots, people bought two, they bought three, they 
bought five, they bought eight and summer cottages, seasonal cottages became year-round 
residences and there are still some cesspools up there, some dug wells and people are very 
cognizant of the inability to do a code-compliant repair in the event of a failure.  There's 
tough soil and a lot of ledge rock. 
 
Mr. Sugden:  Thank you.  Anyone else? 
 
Ms. Christine Sparso, 10 Pawnee Road:  Also the Lake Winnemaug association.  You were 
talking about the Concord Road area, I'm assuming that's the part where it goes from Straits 
Turnpike up to about Schoolhouse Road?  (Mr. Caterino:  Yes.)  Okay, how does that 
particular part over there have to do with us living clear on the other side of the lake as far 
as the water piping coming through? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  That's where the interceptor starts, right at the Wattles Brook coming from 
Bunker Hill Road.  To get it by gravity you have to follow the whole Wattles Brook all the way 
up and then go right on the easterly side of Lake Winnemaug and then it would connect 
right to the southerly side of Lake Winnemaug Estates.  To get that area by gravity that's the  
preferred route and if for some reason that route doesn't work when we do the final plans,  
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there's also a possibility of putting a pump station up there and pumping up Hamilton 
Avenue and Middlebury Road, that area.  So there are alternatives that we'll be looking at 
but again, we're in the preliminary stages right now.  They did layouts for Lake Winnemaug 
and numerous sewer interceptors in Town about 30 years ago and we still have some plans 
but some of the plans are preliminary in nature.  Depending on where this funding goes, 
we'll be looking at this closer and more definite once we get to that point. 
 
Mr. Sugden:  Thank you.  Anyone else this evening? 
 
Audience Member:  My family and I own four homes lake-front on Lake Winnemaug and in 
the last two or three years I've pumped so much money into well-fixing issues and the 
softeners and with the septic they keep telling me these things are unstable.  I've had some 
of the water tested and it gets me a little nervous with the transfer station and I've had some 
results where the chloride and magnesium levels are exceeding what some of the limits are 
supposed to be.  And I know some of that can break down some of the pipes depending on 
how old the pipes are and I get nervous because I've got kids and we all live on the lake so 
I'm getting excited about the possibility of bringing water and sewer straight up to the Lake 
Winnemaug association.  I think it would benefit a lot of people and am I correct in assuming 
that the land you're coming across would be developed at some point too? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  It's possible.  If a sewer line goes in that area, there's definitely the potential 
for them to develop that parcel. 
 
Audience Member:  That would be great for home values as well.  But the safeness all 
around I think is a great idea and I know definitely that I would be connecting into water and 
sewer. 
 
Mr. Sugden:  Anything else from the public?  Hearing none, we'll move on. 
 
4. Unfinished Business - None. 
 
5. New Business - None. 
 
 6. Superintendent’s Report – April 2022.  Mr. Caterino reported: 
 

I.     Water Main and Service Breaks:   
 

We had one service break on 4/20 at 199 Ball Farm Road, it was a 3/4-inch galvanized 
service with a lead gooseneck that was replaced from the main to the inside of the house.  
The WSA paid for the portion from the main to the curb stop and the homeowner paid for 
the portion from the curb stop to the inside of the house. 

 
 II.    Sewer Stoppages:  None. 
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III.   Project Status: 
 
  a.  Water Maintenance: 

 
We've entered week six of nine for hydrants and water main flushing and so far we haven't 
encountered any problem fire hydrants, all have operated well.  We expect to be done with 
the flushing in approximately three weeks at which point we will begin to paint and service 
the hydrants as needed.  Harper Haines serviced nine of our flow-control valves in our 
system which included cleaning the pilots and brass fittings and they replaced any worn 
parts and adjusted the pressures; this will be done annually.  We also had Northeast 
Generator service all six of our emergency stand-by generators; these are serviced every 
six months. 
 
        b.   Sewer Maintenance: 
 
We recently had American Rooter clean Winding Brook sewer pump station #1.  This station 
is over 20-feet deep and they have a vac truck that can reach that deep.  They also cleaned 
a number of dead-end sanitary manholes. 
 
        c.   State of CT Dept. of Public Health Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF): 
 
We applied for a $175,000 grant to relocate our Carvel water meter pit and are waiting for a 
response. 
 
        d.   EPA Revised Lead and Copper Rule Revision: 
 
We are working on making an inventory of all of our water services noting the material type, 
this is due by October 16, 2024.  We do not have any full-lead lines, however we do have 
some lead goosenecks in our system and some galvanized lines.  The majority of our 
service lines are made of copper. 
 
        e.   Frederick Street Water Main Replacement: 
 
Plans are waiting to go out to bid. 
         
        f.    Bunker Hill Road Water Main Installation: 
 
Plans are waiting to go out to bid. 
 
        g.   Oak Drive Sanitary Sewer Installation: 
 
Plans are waiting to go out to bid. 
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         h.   Winding Brook Farm Road Generator Replacement: 
 
The 30kW generator is in service with a small amount of site cleanup to finish. 
 
          i.   WSA Staffing: 
 
We are presently interviewing applicants for the Administrative Assistant position which we 
hope to fill soon. 
 
         j.   U.S. Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill Funding: 
 
Funding for water and sewer projects that we may apply for are listed below and maps are 
attached: 
 
•   Lake Winnemaug Sewer Interceptor:  This will involve approximately 7,500 feet of 12-   

  inch SDR sewer pipe beginning at the intersection of Bunker Hill Road and Middlebury   
  Road extending to Lake Winnemaug Estates along the Wattles Brook. 
 

•   Upper and Middle Steele Brook Interceptor:  This involves approximately 12,000 feet    
  beginning at Echo Lake Road near the baseball field and extending northerly to the      
  intersection of Fern Hill Road and Northfield Road next to the Fern Hill Road water and  
  sewer pump station, also near Butternut Lane.  Upper Steele Brook interceptor will also  
  extend up to Hollow Road, Ledgewood Road to Guernseytown Road, for a total length   
  of this section approximately 15,000 feet. 

 
• Water Main Extension to Service Lake Winnemaug Estates and Properties in the Area 

     of the Town Landfill:  This water main will start at the intersection of Lovley Drive and 
     Middlebury Road and extend northerly to Lake Winnemaug Estates.  A portion will go              
     through open farmland, continue through Lake Winnemaug Estates to Artillery Road and     
     Old Baird Road.  The total length of the 12-inch main will be approximately 10,000 feet.   
     There are numerous routes that the water main can go and additional evaluation will be  
     required to determine the most feasible and economical route. 
 
We're retaining our engineering consulting firm, Wright-Pierce, to assist us with preparing 
the applications for funding and we anticipate submitting the application(s) within a few 
weeks.  We'll also contact Mr. John Biello from the State to review our projects and 
applications.  Finally, a cost estimate for the projects will be prepared.  The recently 
prepared Concord Drive water and sewer extension project will be used as a guide in 
preparing a cost estimate with a 30% contingency added due to the recent price increase in 
materials and labor. 
 
So hopefully by the next meeting we'll have a better idea of where we stand with these 
applications so it shouldn't be too much longer to make the applications for these projects. 
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Mr. Masi:  Maybe we could get either John or his boss to come down here and take a look,  
a walk-through so they can visualize.  And we can be talking to Bob also about all those 
complaints he's had in those areas to buttress our reasons for going these routes. 
 
Mr. Caterino:  Yes.  The thing about this funding is that they want to get areas and projects 
that impact and help the most people possible.  There are quite a few people at Lake 
Winnemaug Estates so it's a good possibility.  And also clean water is a big issue with this 
funding, it's one of the priorities in this U.S. infrastructure bill to provide clean water--give 
people access to clean water and that meets the criteria for the project so I think we have a 
really good chance to get funding for it. 
 
Mr. Garassino:  Is Lake Winnemaug a priority?  I think it should be. 
 
Mr. Caterino:  Definitely.  On the application it asks how many people this is going to impact 
and the information from the Torrington Area Health is going to help us because that area 
definitely needs help.   
 
Mr. Garassino:  How many homes are up there in the estate? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  I'd say around 80 or so houses.  This bill and this funding are not meant for 
people to build additional houses, it's to help the houses that are there now, it's not meant 
for development.   
 
Audience Member:  Will this affect Flintlock (Road) and Caruso (Drive) also on the other 
side of the lake?  Because there are some older houses there too. 
 
Mr. Caterino:  We're going to look at that.  We also have to look at the cost, each state is 
only going to get a certain amount of money and we don't want to get the project denied 
because it's too much, it's too costly.  So we have to gauge it so we get our fair share. 
 
Mr. Sugden:  And we'll be competing against the other 169 towns to get our fair share. 
 
Mr. Caterino:  But we have good insight and we have good people backing us up to 
hopefully get the funding. 
 
Mr. Garassino:  So will this just go around the estate or will it go down Flintlock and down 
Caruso and come around? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  I'm not sure exactly what the cost is going to be.  It's going to be very 
expensive to get up there to begin with.  The engineers will tell us if it's feasible or not. 
 
Mr. Masi:  As I recall there is a possibility of coming up from the interceptor that went to 
Circuit and Grandview elevation wise.  And then take it across that unknown swamp that's 
along Flintlock and the elevations I think work out so you can attack it from the north side. 
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Mr. Caterino:  Right, up to the Hamilton Avenue interceptor going up that way. 
 
Mr. Sugden:  I'm sure the engineers will look at everything and get us some cost estimates. 
Anything else? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  Do you all want to go over the two maps?  The first one shows the Steele 
Brook Interceptor and the Upper Steele Brook Interceptor with the red line the interceptor 
location that starts on Echo Lake Road and extends northerly all the way up to Butternut 
Lane and Honey Hill Road.  Bob, what is your experience as far as homes up on Butternut 
and Honey Hill?  It's not really a big issue up there, I don't think.   
 
Mr. Smith:  It's not as big an issue because the population density is less up there and the 
lots are bigger.  There's some slope up there and it's tough dirt but ledge is not an issue, 
that's more of a water issue up there.   
 
Mr. Masi:  That's Honey Hill?  (Mr. Smith:  Yes.)  How about Ledgewood Road?  Because 
eventually we're talking about getting piping up there too.  I know when I was on this board 
years ago it was a disaster. 
 
Mr. Smith:  Ledgewood is off this map.  Originally when the Ledgewood subdivision went in 
they had multiple problems with the septic systems that were recently installed and they 
were looking to put municipal sewer up there shortly after those homes were built because 
septic systems were failing prematurely.  We fixed a bunch of them up there, again because 
the lots were bigger because of zoning and they're bigger than they do at the estates. 
 
Mr. Masi:  I know they had sewer problems in those days because people came before us 
when I was on this board really complaining about the fact so I don't imagine it's gotten any 
better. 
 
Mr. Smith:  We fixed a bunch of them up through there because there's room to fix them.  
I'm not necessarily sure we get code-compliant 100% septic but most of the ones we were 
able to fix up there, we've made 75 feet between well and septic and neighbors' well and 
septic repair where in Winnemaug Estates I've got one that's 28 feet from owner's septic to 
owner's well. 
 
Mr. Masi:  There's no question it's #1. 
      
Mr. Caterino:  The second map is the Lake Winnemaug Interceptor shown in red that starts 
at Bunker Hill Road and goes right up alongside Middlebury Road then up Wattles Brook 
and then to the westerly side of Lake Winnemaug and then it feeds all of Lake Winnemaug.  
That's the sewer.  And then the water main would start--and this is only one possible route--
at the intersection of Middlebury and Lovley Drive, go northerly up Middlebury Road, left on 
Lake Winnemaug Road and go up Caruso Drive all the way up to Flintlock and Artillery and  
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then all the way up to the landfill.  And then we would stub off and feed Lake Winnemaug 
Estates.  So those are the three big projects schematically that we have. 
 
Mr. Garassino:  A 12-inch water main? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  Yes.  So once we get our engineers' report and plans we can take it to the 
next step and move on. 
 
Mr. Masi:  One of the things that I was thinking of is when we got the subdivision before us 
at Planning & Zoning for Inverary Drive, which is at the top of the hill on Neill Drive, it came 
to us with the Watertown Fire District putting dibs on the lot for a future water tank.  Planning 
& Zoning objected to that and refused to pass it unless we were in control of that particular 
lot and as it worked out, we have dual control.  So I was wondering in your experiences 
should we provide for a possibility of a water tank up there?  Is it important enough to 
include in this concept for the infrastructure bill or is it just something that we could do in the 
future? 
 
Mr. Caterino:  I don't think we need another water storage tank.  This area would be fed by 
our Straits Turnpike Georgetown water storage tank.  (Mr. Masi:  To get pressure.)  Yes, for  
pressure we may need a small booster station possibly.  We don't know for sure, it all 
depends on the route so we'll look at all the possibilities--if we need a water booster station 
or if we need a small water storage tank.  I don't think we'll need a water storage tank, if 
anything we'll need a small booster pump station to provide the right pressure.  As you know 
the Circuit area and Grandview area is being fed by Fire District water.  That's why we want 
to bring the water up to Lake Winnemaug, because that will get us closer to the Grandview 
and Circuit area so we could connect our pipes up there and we could supply water to that 
area. 
 
7. Minutes 
 
Mr. Sugden:  We have minutes included in our packet. 
 
 A Motion was made by Mr. Masi to accept the minutes of the April 20, 2022 Regular 
Meeting.  Mr. Franson seconded the motion.  All are in favor.  Motion passes.  
 
8. Correspondence/Information - None. 
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9. Adjournment 
 
A Motion was made by Mr. Franson and seconded by Mr. Masi to adjourn the meeting at 
7:29 P.M.  By voice vote, the motion was passed unanimously. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
      Keith Franson, Secretary 
      Water and Sewer Authority 
 
 
Approved:     
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